Cost of failure in the context of social mission.
In the study by Foo et al. ( 2017 ) authors calculated the economic cost (referred to as cost) due to physiotherapy student failure in a pre-clinical course based on a number of supported assumptions. In this study, the calculated cost per student is 60% lower for students who pass all pre-clinical units compared to the cohort that does not. The cost is 15% higher per student when spread across the cohort. A sensitivity analysis demonstrates that as the failure rate and attrition rate rises, the cost increases. I applaud the authors for addressing this important topic and providing an approach and model that can be replicated in other contexts. If institutions repeated this analysis in different areas of the world and across different health professions, the estimated cost would change, but the conclusion would not. The economic cost of a student failing in a professional education program is high.